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Chapter 27: The Global Crisis, 1921-1941
Debating The Past
The author of the book in this chapter provides an analysis of what could have led to the Second World War. The author starts off by informing the reader that the United States of America tried as much as possible to avoid the occurrence of the Second World War. Measures such as the new American policy that was to replace the League of Nations which was a guarantor of global instability (Brinkley, 2015). The united states choose unilateral nationalism where the country avoided any global commitment although it wanted to control the global economy through international contact. In this regard, the relations between the United States and Latin America improved which led to aggression from countries such as Germany, Italy, and Japan. The aggression was specifically due to the American isolationism which tend to sideline such nations which were suffering from the depression (Brinkley, 2015). This nation felt that the united states were being mean with its foreign policy and therefore they had to rise up for their say in the world affairs as a pact. Such aggression by the nations like Germany let to the passage of neutrality policy whose aim was to ensure that the United States remained uninvolved in any form of confrontation among the various nations. The policy was meant to prevent the occurrence of world war two which seemed quite inevitable. Roosevelt who was the American president would ensure that his country stayed out of confrontation through the period of great depression which affected the global economy. According to Brinkley (2015), one of the policies that were passed was that America was to sell any weapon through "cash and carry" policy.  This was in breach of the neutrality policy by the United States which led to more aggression in countries which felt that President Roosevelt was taking sides and therefore there was the need to assert their positions in the global map. This confrontation eventually led to the famous Pearl Harbor attack that sparkled world war two occurrence. The United States felt that the attack was too much and therefore the need to respond and the country got involved in the Sino-Japanese War which eventually caused the world war two.
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